
Teaching Through Movie Making – Hikeways

Subjects: Geography, History, Biology, Foreign Languages, Tourism, Creative Writing,
Digital/Social Media Content Creation, Video Editing, Teacher Training etc.

Age groups/ Grades: 14+/ adults

General Description of the Movie Making Teaching Technique:

It is a very adaptable,goal-oriented technique that requires putting into practice the
participants’ theoretical knowledge and know-how in various scenarios that closely mimic
real-life situations. Through this technique the participants will develop a set of skills that
can be used in numerous fields (Languages, Geography, Creative Writing, Advertising,
Fiances, Social Media Content Creation and many more).

Teaching Through Movie Making is a method, which aims to teach any subject through
the creation of short films by the students. The core idea is simple: the students work in
groups, start from a given subject, develop a plot and a script, assign the roles, act and
film a short movie. The subject of the movie can be adapted to different school subjects for
Mathematics, Foreign Languages to Physics etc. and the aim is to create engagement with
the subject matter in a long-lasting and organic way that the students will be able to retain
and focus on long-term.

This method demonstrates how our social media focused world can be used in an
educational way as an outlet for creativity and skill-building. Being aware of the downsides
of the internet and all the negative impact social media has on the teenage population
everywhere, but especially in Europe, the Movie Making Method aims to flip the coin and
teach teenagers how to put their creativity and digital savvy to good use by helping them
create educational content and making the whole process enjoyable and, last but not least,
a teachable moment.

Using digital tools can be second nature to the younger generation, training teachers to
use it productively, while creating engagement and passing on their knowledge in a way
teenagers can relate to, is a challenge that can be met easily with this method.

The method contains different stages that can be adapted to the specific educational
content it needs to deliver. The stages will be presented below, with various descriptions
and examples that illustrate its versatility and adaptability when it comes to teaching a
wide range of subjects.

Movie Making Method featuring HIKEWAYS:

Following the advent of social media in combination with a global pandemic our sedentary
lifestyle has been encouraged all the more, and getting out of one’s shell is becoming



increasingly more of a challenge for everyone. The aim of the HIKEWAYS programme is to
create well-documented trails that can be easily accessed by school staff and students,
trails that do not require expert knowledge on hiking, in order to encourage students to
explore nature and discover the wonders of hiking.

Technology is an inevitable part of our lives and offers great incentives for teenagers to
capture their exciting memories and unique moments. Combining these two - hiking and
creating memories in the form of digital storytelling - is a very attractive prospect to the
members of the digital native generation.

Thus, the Movie Making Method provides a great opportunity for the students to immerse
themselves in nature and take part in a learning experience by shooting the content of the
short film while hiking.
The idea is that the the main step of the technique - recording content for the film - will
take place during the hike so they will be able to interact with nature, learn about the
subject matter at hand (be it Foreign Languages,Physics, Biology, Arts, P.E, Tourism or
even Literature) and record the learning process in the form of a short film.

This will serve as a tool and a channel that enables the trainer/teacher to transform a
pleasant hike into a long-lasting learning experience for the generation that, arguably,
already communicates through a version of digital storytelling (tik-tok videos, instagram
stories etc.)

The main Aims of the Method:

Teaching the subject matter in an engaging, interactive way that will be captured on
camera and can be revisited anytime;
Providing a structure/framework to the theoretical knowledge with which students
can engage in a creative, interactive and transparent way;
Providing a practical outlet to all the theoretical knowledge they usually receive in a
traditional learning environment (classroom);
Building practical, 21st century skills they will definitely need: e.g. video editing,
reading maps, reacting to different weather conditions, interacting with nature and
documenting their experiences digitally;
Giving students incentives to leave their comfort zone and discover nature in order
to build a next generation that is acutely aware of the importance of nature
preservation;
Teaching them how to use social media productively and as a useful tool not part of
a bad habit (in many cases addiction);
Providing opportunities that teach students how to interact with each other as
members of a community.



The main objective:

To provide a wholesome learning opportunity for the students through which they can
experience nature and document their experiences in a way that will stand the test of time.

Equipment needed:

hiking apparel, depending on the trail and season;
mobile phones or/and tablets, (drones are optional but useful);
video making, editing apps, picture processing apps1

special apps that can make you interact more actively with the environment: e.g.
plant and bird identifying apps etc.

Steps of the Movie Making Method:

Pre-activity preparation:

As a teacher you will have to do a comprehensive research on the needs and interests of
your students with relation to the subject you teach and the location of the hike.
To gather relevant information you can take in consideration the following elements:

Create a rough draft, lesson plan stating the objectives of the excursion:
e.g. by the end of this hike the students will be able to: 1. use descriptive adjectives
to speak about nature, environment of the hike in the target language; or 2. Use
Present Perfect to speak about their experiences – for English teachers ; 3. They
will be able to describe the flora and fauna of the Eastern Carpathians by examining
some species – for Biology Teachers.
These few bullet points will help you create the most suitable activities in order to
make your students achieve these goals.
Do some research on the interests of each individual group. Organise a group
discussion, put together a questionnaire or make an online poll that is easy to
navigate and gives you concrete answers to direct questions.
Come up with a few potential tasks they have to do during the hike. This is optional

as it depends on the group dynamic. If they are a very creative group of
adolescents you can make them create a story from scratch just by giving them
some general keywords or instructions. e.g. Your film will have to contain the
description of at least one tree/plant/rock/river etc. that you see on your hike. If they
need even more scaffolding you can come up with the whole task and make them
follow detailed instructions.2

2 Examples of such activities /scenarios will be provided for you in a separate document (under the title
Movie Making Tasks).

1 A separate document will be provided that describes the various apps that can be used for such projects



1st stage – Introduction

Explain to the participants that they will have to produce a video that has to be shot during
your hike, they will have to:

1. Come up with the story (if you haven’t given them one already)
2. Create the plot.
3. Assign characters.
4. Shoot the scenes.
5. Edit the video using editing tools.
6. Present the story in an organised viewing session.

Tips for the trainer at this stage:

make your instructions very clear and use CCQ3 questions to make sure they
understand their tasks;
make sure the aims you have set in the original lesson plan/draft are being met;
provide additional information and background whenever necessary;
make sure all the activities are within the range of the hiking programme: the setting
of the story should be in nature, wherever the trail takes you. Make sure they take
this into account when they are planning the activities;
this first part of the activity can be done on site or in the classroom prior to the
excursion, as the trainer sees fit.

2nd Stage – The hike

At this stage the participants should be ready to start their digital storytelling journey. They
will have to start creating content for the film right away.

Tips for the trainer at this stage:

this will be a learning experience for the students in time management. Give them a
time frame within which they will have to finish filming the scenes. Keep in mind the
fact that you need to complete the hike and finish the digital storytelling project.
assign filming, rehearsing time at every stage of the hike;
assign time for yourself as a trainer to communicate with them or pass on the
knowledge they need to incorporate in their videos;
make sure the aims are being met;

3 Concept checking questions: e.g. What is the purpose of this tool? What will X have to deliver with her
specific role? How will you have to finish this scene?



invigilate the video making process;

3rd Stage – Editing

This usually takes place after the hike. The Participants will have to piece together all the
footage in order to create the video. Usually it is recommended to organise a common
viewing event where you can provide and get feedback from the participants.

Tips for the trainer at this stage:

make sure the students know how to use the editing tools;
give constructive feedback during and after the editing, make sure you provide
substantial praise and encouragement;
point out the actual theoretical knowledge they managed to put in practice through
this experience: e.g. they have found, observed and presented a particular natural
phenomenon, plant, animal species etc.
create or provide a platform where they can access each other’s work and make
sure they will use the knowledge they gained through such means in future projects
as well.

Benefits of the Movie Making Method:

➢ Engages everyone and involves all skills

➢ Provides opportunities for controlled practice

➢ Creates a sense of belonging to a story

➢ Provides a transparent structure to the training/event

➢ Making memories – ‘watchable proof’

➢ Adaptable to any subject/field of study



Recommended  Free video Editing Apps:

1. InShot

+Easy to access;
+Intuitive, compatible with every device!

Guide (Source: 22.06.2022):
https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/how-to-use-inshot/#:~:text=InShot%20is%20a%20new%2
0and,Video%20 splitting

2. iMovie:

+Very convenient and user-friendly;
- For IOS only;

3. DaVinci Resolve:

Designed to meet the needs and requirements of advanced users.

+ Very qualitative and adaptable;
+ Fantastic colours;
+ Great compatibility;
- Might be overwhelming for beginners;

4. Lightworks:

+ Ideal for beginner, very intuitive;
+Offers instant tutorials;
-Subject to glitches;

5. VSDC:

+ Offers numerous editing tools;
+ High quality videos;
- Only compatible with Windows, no IOS version;

Source (22.06.2022) :
https://www.zdnet.com/article/best-free-video-editing-software/

https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/how-to-use-inshot/#:~:text=InShot%20is%20a%20new%20and,Video%20splitting
https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/how-to-use-inshot/#:~:text=InShot%20is%20a%20new%20and,Video%20splitting


EXAMPLES OF TEACHING ACTIVITIES

Group 1

Your story:

As a group of famous scientists you have been selected by the European Council to conduct
some research that details the origin and the formation of the Piatra Secuiului (Rock of the
Szeklers) in Rimetea (Alba county) and the surrounding mountainous relief. For the sake of
research you decided to spend a few days in the mountains to gather evidence.

Your task:

You need to create a short film documenting the stages of the research project as well as the
‘behind the scenes’ footage.

You are all free to choose and develop your characters as you see fit, however you need to keep in
mind that you are all prestigious scientists with strong personalities. Every member of the team
should feature in the final video;
You also need to include some dramatic touches to the storyline e.g. intrigue, debates, conflict etc.

Key elements that need to feature in the video:

one character from Transylvanian/Slovenian/Polish folklore;
at least two items of the local flora and their descriptions;
at least one fun fact you found out from the history of that particular area;

at least two scientific facts you can link to any biological or geographical aspect of the
surrounding area that you consider is important for your audience to know.

Group 2

Your story:

As a group of famous hikers you have been selected by the European Council to produce a short
promotional video about the area that aims to attract highschool students from other countries.
Your audience of choice is highschool students who would seek a down to earth experience for the
school trip they would like to organise. For the sake of research you decided to go on a hike
together and explore the area.

Your task:

Your task is to create a video story where you present the kanyon and surroundings, present the
trail and what is there to be seen from a touristic point of view.



● you are all free to choose and develop your characters as you see fit, however you need to
keep in mind that you are celebrities with strong personalities. Every member of the team
should feature in the final video; 

Key elements that need to feature in the video:

one character from Transylvanian/Slovenian/Polish folklore;

at least two geographical elements that stand out;

short description of the local flora;
at least two recommended activities they can do in the kanyon.

Group 3

Your story:

As a group of former high-school colleagues you have decided to celebrate your reunion by going
on a hike in the heart of Transylvania. Life has been kind to all of you in the past 10 years, and you
have all become successful professionals in your own right. However, there are some repressed
conflicts and tensions that are about to resurface and at some point one member is murdered.
Luckily, one of you is a famous detective who will take it upon herself/himself to uncover the
mystery and unmask the killer.

Your task:

You need to create and film a murder-mystery episode during your hike.

● You are all free to choose and develop your character as you see fit, however you need to
keep in mind that you need a murderer and a detective. Every member of the team should
feature in the final video;

● you need to include some dramatic touches to the storyline e.g. intrigue, love story, conflict
etc.

● You need to use the correct sequence of tenses that are used in a story and make sure you
include integrated practical examples of past simple past perfect, past continuous.

Key elements that need to feature in the video:

at least three situations where you would practice the sequence of tenses:;
at least one fun fact you found out from the history of that particular area;

at least 2 debate dialogues;

at least two situations where you  discuss a hypothetical situation.


